
LIVE TALKS BY LEADING ASTRONOMERS

September 24 & 25:  Birth of Stars 
(with Dr. John Bally)
How common are planets around stars?  Where did we come 
from?  How did the Earth and Solar System form?  I will review the 
life-cycles of  stars and explore the latest observations and theories 
about the formation of stars and planetary systems. 

October 16:  Secrets of Polynesian Navigation 
(with Dr. John Stocke)
Explore how ancient  Polynesians explored and settled the largest 
nation on Earth by successfully navigating over thousands of miles 
of the Pacifi c Ocean without the use of compasses or modern 
navigational aids...using only their intimate knowledge of the stars, 
wind, waves, clouds.  Ancient techniques that young explorers 
have learned and are actively using to recreate these ancient 
ways, and in so doing, revive their Polynesian culture and heritage.

October 23:  More on the Mysteries of Chaco 
(with Dr. Anna Sofaer)
High on a butte in New Mexico’s Chaco Canyon at summer solstice 
in 1977, researcher Anna Sofaer encountered an astonishing 
phenomenon--a singel shaft of light bisecting a spiral petroglyph, 
crafted long ago by the ancestors of today’s Pueblo people.

October 29 & 30:  Life of the Universe 
(with Dr. John Bally)
What was the Big Bang?  What came before? Why is the Universe 
so hospitable to life?  What is the connection between the 
microscopic quantum world and the Cosmos?  I will review recent 
discoveries about cosmic evolution and discuss speculations about 
“Megaverses”, the “cosmic Landscape”, and the Harrison-Smolin 
hypothesis concerning the role of black holes in cosmogenesis.

November 5 & 6:  Tales from Nicaragua: Assessing the 
Potential for Life on Mars 
(with Dr. Brian Hynek)
The search for signatures of past life on Mars is a daunting task.  
Yet, Mars seems to have had all the ingredients for life to persist 
in its early history: abundant water, biochemical elements and 
energy sources for reproductive and metabolic functions.  As 
speculated for Earth, life on Mars may have arisen in hot volcanic 
environments, relying on chemical energy from interactions of 
hot water and rock.  Come travel into steaming volcanoes deep 
into the heart of the Americas to fi nd out if Martian life could have 
existed in similar settings.

For show schedules and information, call (303)492-5002.
Visit Fiske on the web at http://fi►ske.colorado.edu
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Sommers-Bausch Observatory is adjacent to Fiske on the 
University of Colorado at Boulder main campus, and is operated by 
the Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences.  Provides 
hands-on observational experience for CU undergraduate students, 
and research opportunities for astronomy graduate students and 
faculty. Telescopes include 16, 18, and 24-inch Cassegrain refl ectors. 

Public viewing is available every Friday at 8:00pm 
(weather permitting, when CU classes are in session). 

Call 303-492-6732 for information about SBO, or visit the Observatory 
website at http://cosmos.colorado.edu.

The Colorado►Scale►Model►Solar►System begins outside Fiske and runs 
north to Colorado Ave. No reservations required for this self-guided tour.
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See the invisible as you explore the electromagnetic 
spectrum with brand-new hands-on exhibits in Fiske’s 
lobby! Thanks to generous donors (donations are still 
gratefully accepted) we are developing Boulder’s newest 
interactive science museum! We appreciate your patience 
as we continue to install new exhibits for you to enjoy. 

SOMMERS-BAUSCH OBSERVATORY

12927236

►FOR►MORE►INFORMATION►ABOUT►AREA►
ACTIVITIES:

http://cosmos.colorado.edu   
Sommers-Bausch Observatory

http://www.boulderastro.org►
Boulder Astronomy & Space Society

http://www.longmontastro.org►
Longmont Astronomical Society

NEW LOBBY EXHIBITS AT FISKE!

Laser Shows every Friday night at 9:30pm & 10:45pm 
 $5.00 all ages!

Family Shows on selected Saturdays at 2:00pm & 
3:15pm 

$3.50 for children & seniors!

LASER SHOWS & FAMILY SHOWS!

Presentado por Tito Salas   
7:30pm martes 

 

1 Septiembre: Astronomía de Nuestros 
Antepasados
Exploraremos como las estrellas y los 
movimientos de la Luna, el Sol y los planetas 
regían las costumbres de tribus indígenas. 
Como los Navajos y Lakotas interpretaban los 
cuerpos celestiales y su relación con los ciclos 
de sus vidas.
*Semana del Arte y Cultura en CU*   

13 Octubre: ¿Vida en otros Planetas?  
¿Te has preguntado si estamos solos en 
este Universo, si pudiera existir “ET” El 
Extraterrestre, y qué de los marcianos? En 
esta noche visitaremos las posibilidades 
de vida en otros planetas incluyendo vida 
inteligente.

3 Noviembre: Tormenta Espacial y Clima en 
el Espacio
Esta noche veremos el programa pregrabado 
Tormenta Espacial. Una presentación 
realizada totalmente por el planetario Fiske. 
Ven y descubre las interacciones del Sol 
con nuestro planeta Tierra. Seguiremos la 
presentación con una discusión acerca del 
clima espacial y que esperar en el futuro.

1 Diciembre: Los Cielos de Navidad  
¿Qué pudo haber sido la estrella de Belén? 
Quizás ¿un cometa? ¿Una gran explosión 
estelar? En este programa visitaremos las 
diferentes teorías de lo que pudo haber sido 
este famoso cuerpo celestial.

Charlas de las Estrellas 
¡En Español! 



FISKE PLANETARIUM FALL 2009
August - SBO open every Friday for public viewing at 8:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

Tuesday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Thursday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Friday -  Talks start at 7:30 pm.  Laser 
shows at 9:30 pm, 10:45 pm.

Saturday - Family show at 2:00 
pm.  Family laser shows at 3:15 pm.

25 27 ►►CO Skies:  
The New 
Solar System

28 ►►City of Stars
►►Laser Tool
►►Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon

29 ►►Space Primer 
►►Laser:Great Space Chase

September - SBO open every Friday for public viewing at 8:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

Tuesday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Thursday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Friday -  Talks start at 7:30 pm.  
Laser shows at 9:30 pm, 10:45 pm.

Saturday - Family show at 2:00 
pm.  Family laser shows at 3:15 pm.

1 Astronomía 
de Nuestros 
Antepasados 
(con Tito Salas)

3 ►►CO Skies:  Life 
After the Space 
Shuttle (with 
Matt Benjamin)

4 ►►Searching for Distant Worlds
►►Laser: U2
►►Pink Floyd: The Wall

5 ►►Deep Impact
►►Laser:  Space 
Odyssey

8 10 ►►CO Skies:  
Relativity (with 
Todd Houghton)

11 ►►Mars Revealed
►►Laser: Grateful Dead
►►Pink Floyd: Welcome 
to the Machine

12 ►►Kids in Space
►►Laser: Symphony 
of the Stars

15 17 ►►Co Skies:  Fall 
Skies (with Todd 
Houghton)

18 ►►Cosmic Collisions
►►Laser: Depeche Mode
►►Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon

19 ►►No shows football
►►CU vs. Wyoming

22 24 ►►Birth of Stars 
(Dr. John Bally)

25 ►►Birth of Stars (Dr. John Bally)
►►Laser: Tool
►►Pink Floyd: The Wall

26 ►►Stars & Lasers
►►Laser: Peter 
& the Wolf

October - SBO open every Friday for public viewing at 8:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

Tuesday - All live 
talks at 7:30 pm.

Thursday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Friday -  Talks start at 7:30 pm.  
Laser shows at 9:30 pm, 10:45 pm.

Saturday - Family show at 2:00 
pm.  Family laser shows at 3:15 pm.

Sept  29

1 ►►CO Skies:  
Hubble Update 
(with Matt 
Benjamin)

2 ►►Many Faces of Hubble
►►Laser: Metallica
►►Pink Floyd: Welcome 
to the Machine

3 ►►Space Storm
►►Laser: Perseus 
& Andromeda

6 8 ►►World Space 
Week (SWF) 

9 ►►World Space Week (Secure 
World Foundation)
►►Laser: Muse
►►Pink Floyd: The Wall

10 ►►Stories under the 
Stars (Kay Negash)
►►Laser: Space 
Odyssey

13 ¿Vida en otros 
Planetas? (con 
Tito Salas)

15 ►►CO Skies:  ET 
Life (with Julia 
Demarines)

16 ►►Secrets of Polynesian 
Navigation: (Dr. John Stocke)
►►Laser: Beatles
►►Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon

17 ►►No shows football
►►CU vs. Kansas
►►Family Weekend

20 22 ►►CO Skies:  
Our Dynamic 
Sun (with Matt 
Benjamin)

23 ►►More on the Mysteries of 
Chaco: (Dr. Anna Sofaer)
►►Laser: Sublime
►►Pink Floyd: Welcome 
to the Machine

24 ►►Space Primer
►►Laser: Symphony 
of the Stars

27 29 ►►Life of the 
Universe:  (Dr. 
John Bally)

30 ►►Life of the Universe 
(Dr. John Bally)
►►Laser: Halloween
►►Pink Floyd: Dark Side 
of the Rainbow

31 ►►No shows football
►►CU vs. Missouri
►►Homecoming

   Admission Prices
     Evening Talks and Shows:
 $6	 Adults
$5 	 Students (w/ Valid ID)
	 Thursday Night - Free w/ ID

$3.50 Child/Senior
Saturday/Daytime Family Shows & 
Science on a Sphere:
$5	 Adults
$3.50 Child/Senior

Laser Shows:
$5 	 All Ages

We accept cash, check, mastercard 
and visa (ATM now available)

November - SBO open every Friday for public viewing at 8:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

Tuesday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Thursday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Friday -  Talks start at 7:30 pm.  
Laser shows at 9:30 pm, 10:45 pm.

Saturday - Family show at 
2:00 pm.  Family laser at 3:15 
pm.

3 Tormenta 
Espacial y 
Clima en el 
Espacio (con 
Tito Salas)

5 ►►Tales from 
Nicaragua:  (Dr. 
Brian Hynek) 

6 ►►Tales from Nicaragua:   
(Dr. Brian Hynek)
►►Laser: Queen
►►Pink Floyd: The Wall

7 ►►No shows 
football
►►CU vs. Texas 
A & M 

10 12 ►►CO Skies:  Galaxies 13 ►►City of Stars
►►Laser: Led Zeppelin
►►Pink Floyd: Welcome to the Machine

14 ►►Stars & Lasers
►►Laser:  Peter 
& the Wolf

17 19 ►►CO Skies:  Celestial 
Navigation (with 
Todd Houghton)

20 ►►City of Stars
►►Laser: Red Hot Chilli Peppers
►►Pink Floyd: Dark Side of the Moon

21 ►►Kids in Space
►►Laser:  Perseus 
& Andromeda

Thanksgiving Break (No Shows Nov 27 - Nov 29)

December - SBO open every Friday for public viewing at 8:00 pm (Weather Permitting)

Tuesday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Thursday - All live talks 
start at 7:30 pm.

Friday -  Talks start at 7:30 pm. Laser 
shows at 9:30 pm, 10:45 pm.

Saturday - Family show at 2:00 
pm.  Family laser at 3:15 pm.

1 Los Cielos de 
Navidad (con 
Tito Salas)

3 ►►CO Skies:  
Saturn Update

4 ►►Season of Light
►►Laser: Radiohead
►►Pink Floyd: The Wall

5 ►►Season of Light
►►Laser:  Nutcracker

8 10 ►►CO Skies:  Winter 
Skies (with Todd 
Houghton)

11 ►►Astronomical Star of Bethlehem
►►Laser: Bob Marley
►►Pink Floyd: Welcome 
to the Machine

12 ►►Astronomical 
Star of 
Bethlehem
►►Laser:  Nutcracker 

Holiday Family Shows: 10:00am, 1:00pm, and 7:30pm

Tuesday - Family shows at 
10:00am and 1:00pm

Wednesday - Family shows 
at 10:00am and 1:00pm

Thurdsay / Saturday - 
Times as listed

15 16 19 ►►Saturday Dec. 19:
►►2:00pm: Season of Light
►►3:15pm: Stories under 
the Stars (Kay Negash)

22 ►►The Nutcracker
►►Astronomical 
Star of 
Bethlehem 
(Gil Buller)

23 ►►Astronomical 
Star of 
Bethlehem 
(Gil Buller)
►►The Nutcracker

24

29 ►►The Nutcracker
►►Season of Light

30 ►►Season of Light
►►The Nutcracker

31 ►►Thursday Dec. 31:
►►10:00am: The Nutcracker
►►1:00pm: Season of Light

Fiske Planetarium hours: 
8:00 am-5:00 pm Mon-Fri

Office:                 (303) 492-5002
Automated line:  (303) 492-5001
Website:    http://fiske.colorado.edu
E-mail:       fiske@colorado.edu


